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For immediate release 14th October 2010

Organisations express dismay to home secretary at decision to axe Women’s National Commission in joint letter, warn rights of women must be prioritised

Dozens of prominent women’s organisations, rights groups and charities have written to the Home Secretary, Theresa May, to express disappointment and dismay over the government’s decision to axe the Women’s National Commission at a time when discrimination against women remains rife in the UK.
The WNC, one of almost 200 so-called “quangos” to be abolished, worked closely with the women’s voluntary and community sector for 40 years and its loss will be keenly felt by those working to end women’s inequality across the UK, particularly at a time when many women will bear the brunt of the public spending cuts.
“It is hard to imagine how the government will be able to achieve its commitments to popular inclusivity and gender equality in such an efficient way and for the same minimal funds,” the letter states.

The letter calls on the government to reveal what alternative mechanisms it intends to put into place to ensure women’s voices are still heard by key policy and decision makers. It also asks the government how it intends to ensure the essential work of the WNC to improve equality for women and girls in the UK will continue.

“Through its membership, the WNC has made a significant and indispensible contribution to shaping government policy and practise on women’s equality,” the letter says.

“Its closure will leave a huge gap in democratic input into government on behalf of women.”
For more information or for interviews please contact Sarah Brown, Head of Communications at Women’s Resource Centre: Sarahbrown@wrc.org.uk or 0207 324 3040
--- Ends ---
Notes

The organisations who signed are:

     Kate Allen, Director, Amnesty International UK

     Anna Bird, Head of Policy and Campaigns, Fawcett Society
     Belinda Calaguas, Director of Policy & Campaigns, ActionAid UK

     Rachel Carter, Head of Policy and Advocacy, WOMANKIND Worldwide

     Shahida Choudhry, Founder, Women's Networking Hub 

     Kevin Curley, Chief Executive, NAVCA

     Lynda Dearlove, Director, Women@theWell and Institute of Our Lady of Mercy

     Holly Dustin, Director of End Violence Against Women (EVAW)

     Jacqui Hunt, London Office Director, Equality Now

     Rachel Halford, Acting Director, Women in Prison 

     Ceri Hayes, Independent Gender Consultant

     Karen Ingala Smith, Chief Executive, the nia project

     Robina Iqbal, Chair, Sparkhill Asian Womens Association

     June Jacobs, International council of Jewish Women, League of Jewish Women

     Davina James-Hanman, Director, AVA

     Niki Kandirikirira, Executive Director, Engender

     Prof Liz Kelly, Child and Women Abuse Studies Unit (CWASU)

     Marai Larasi, Director, Imkaan

     Annette Lawson, Chair of National Alliance of Women’s Organisations (NAWO)

     Suzanne Long, Chair, Women's Advisory Council of UNA-UK

     Jennifer Lumsden-Gordon, Manager, Sandwell Rape and Sexual Violence Services

     Maria Nash, Including Everyone

     Shan Nicholas, British Institute of Human Rights (BIHR)
     Naana Otoo-Oyortey, MBE, FORWARD (Foundation for Women’s Health Research and     Development)
     Pat Pleasance, President, UK Women’s International League of Peace and Freedom (WILPF)

     Pragna Patel, Director, Southall Black Sisters

     Rape Crisis England and Wales

     Dr Marsha Scott, Convener, Engender

     Emma Scott, Director, Rights of Women

     Sara Ward, Executive Director, Sandwell Women’s Aid 

