Please adapt our template letters to highlight the issues that you want to raise for women locally or talk about a specific service, and please let us know if you receive a response. 

#Your Address #
#Name# MP                                                              

#Address#

# Date#

Dear #Name# MP,

I am writing to you (or Organisation’s Name is writing to you) because I am concerned that women’s organisations and the essential work they do locally are under threat and would like to know what you are doing to support them.
Women are being doubly hit by the current economic climate and recent cuts. Women are hit harder by cuts to public services because they use these services more intensively than men
 and women will suffer 72% of the tax and benefit cuts proposed by the emergency budget.
 Therefore there will be an increased need for support from women’s organisations as women will need to access public services but many of these services will have been closed. This reduces women’s and girls’ choices and opportunities to access specialised, local support and does not promote a fair, just and Big Society. Women’s organisations continue to provide targeted services effectively and support some of the most isolated and forgotten communities of women.

However, they are currently facing the worst funding crisis seen in decades. Recent research by the Women’s Resource Centre has found that 1 in 5 women’s organisations have closed and many more face an uncertain future.
 Without adequate and sustainable funding for the local women’s voluntary and community sector, many women will not get their needs met, expertise and experience on gender equality will be lost, and there will be an increased drain and demand on statutory services, costing the government more money through wasted resources as generic services are unable to provide specialist support. 
Supporting these organisations to provide essential, and often life saving services, to women saves money. For example, women’s organisations provide free services to women experiencing violence, without these services more money would be spent on NHS and mental health provision.
 Women’s organisations also provide volunteering opportunities and training to help women into employment. They promote equality and address far reaching issues of poverty and discrimination, helping to build cohesive communities for people to live and work in. 
I (or Organisation’s name) urge you to make a commitment to local women and to work with local women’s voluntary and community sector organisations to ensure that all local women are able to access appropriate services.

Yours sincerely,

#NAME#
� Women’s Budget Group (2010) A Gender Impact Assessment of the Coalition Budget, June 2010


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2010/jul/04/women-budget-cuts-yvette-cooper" ��http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2010/jul/04/women-budget-cuts-yvette-cooper�


� Women’s Resource Centre (2009) Not Just Bread, But Roses, Too: Funding to the women’s voluntary and community sector in England 2004-2007 � HYPERLINK "http://www.wrc.org.uk/resources/wrcs_research_and_reports.aspx" ��http://www.wrc.org.uk/resources/wrcs_research_and_reports.aspx� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.womensaid.org.uk/domestic-violence-articles.asp?section=00010001002200410001&itemid=1272" ��http://www.womensaid.org.uk/domestic-violence-articles.asp?section=00010001002200410001&itemid=1272� 





