Your local MP 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1 0AA 

Re: No recourse to public funds

Dear 

You may already be aware, but I am writing to draw your attention to the fact that the pilot project enabling some of those women with no recourse to public funds to access refuge when fleeing violence, has been extended until March 2011.

As you will know Amnesty international UK, Southall Black Sisters and several women’s groups have been campaigning for an exemption to this rule for women fleeing violence for several years.  

The pilot project was originally launched by the previous administration, shortly after AI UK held a mass lobby of Parliament, to run from December 2009 to February 2010 and was extended first until March then until August 2010 under the previous administration. It was extended again under the new administration first until September 2010 and now until March 2011. Theresa May has also committed to working to develop a more permanent solution thereafter.

We are delighted that all parties have shown such commitment and recognised the urgent need, and the human rights obligation under CEDAW, to ensure that women should not find themselves trapped in violence.  

It is of course the case that the pilot only covers a very small proportion of those women with no recourse and that there are some flaws in the current operation of the project. We look forward to working with the new administration to help devise the best, most effective and comprehensive permanent proposals to prevent women being trapped in violence.

We are also pleased to note that in her recent speech at the Women’s Aid conference, Theresa May also stressed the need for an integrated approach to tackling violence against women and girls.

We are grateful to all those MPs who have supported us in this campaign and hope we can continue to work with you in the coming months.

Yours sincerely

Name:

Address: 

