University of Brighton


Rights, subjectivity and gender violence/intimate partner violence (IPV)

You are being invited to take part in a research study being conducted by Paula Wilcox, Principal Lecturer in Criminology, University of Brighton and Paul Stenner, Professor in Psychosocial Studies, University of Brighton.   

What is the aim of the study?
To identify and describe in qualitative detail the different viewpoints held amongst practitioners, academics and involved lay people about the issues at stake in the adoption of human rights discourse and practice in the field of gender violence/IPV. 

What is the research rationale? There is a distinct trend towards tackling gender violence/IPV through the adoption of human rights discourse and practice. Although it seems clear that there are a range of different viewpoints at play concerning this development, there is much less clarity about what the different perspectives are, how they might each be described in qualitative detail, and how they might relate to one another. 

Why have I been given this flier and do I have to take part?
You have been contacted because you are working in the anti-discrimination and gender violence/IPV field. Participation is voluntary and if you do decide to take part you will be asked to sign a consent form. If you decide to take part you will be free to withdraw at any time without giving a reason.

Which research methods are being used?
The study will employ a mixed (qualitative and quantitative) technique called Q methodology to identify viewpoints. Stage 1 generates a pool of propositions to be used in the study - these will be generated via email survey.  This data is then reduced to a set of approximately 50 statements by eliminating duplicate statements and selecting the most concise expressions. Stage 2: The Q sort proper. The set of 50 statements will be sent to between 50 and 100 participants from around the world. The completed sorts will be analysed to identify a number of shared viewpoints. Stage 3: The viewpoints will be interpreted and presented. 

How will I be affected if I decide to take part?
Stage 1: Participants will be asked to write a paragraph summing up their views on the key pros and cons of adopting human rights discourse, with some concrete examples.  Stage 2: Participants will be asked to sort 50+ statements.  Stage 3: Participants will be asked to check the researchers’ interpretations to ensure validity.

What are the possible disadvantages and risks of taking part?
The study will take up a limited amount of participants’ time, a maximum of 3 hours and there are no anticipated risks attached to taking part.

What are the possible benefits of taking part?
The proposed study will identify the range of viewpoints at play and in so doing will feed into ongoing debates about the best way to manage IPV/GV locally, nationally, and internationally.  The research will be disseminated via conference papers, journal articles and book chapters. 

Will my taking part in this study be kept confidential?
The research will endeavour where possible to uphold the confidentiality of information shared and participants’ names will not be used in reports, articles, papers or book chapters.

Participation Details
If you are interested in participating in this study please contact Paula on p.s.wilcox@brighton.ac.uk or Paul on p.stenner@brighton.ac.uk.
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