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_______________________________________________________________
In December 2006, the Office of the Third Sector published their ‘Partnership in Public Services, An action plan for third sector involvement’. The aim of the report is to bring the government’s public sector reform closer to fruition. Simply stated, this reform process involves commissioning third sector and private service providers to deliver what have traditionally been ‘public’ services, delivered mainly by the state. 

Main points of the Partnership in Public Services action plan
This action plan was developed by the Office of the Third Sector, Department of Health, Department for Education and Skills, Department for Communities and Local Government, Department for Work and Pensions and the National Offender Management Service. 
A number of actions have been conceived to consolidate the government’s work so far, and further improve the commissioning process. The aims of this report are to: 
· ensure that commissioning frameworks are developed with third sector organisations 
· invest in the skills of 2000 public sector commissioners by setting up a National Training Programme for third sector commissioning
· foster third sector consortia and partnership building

· encourage smaller organisations to participate in service delivery through ensuring that the commissioning principles are applied to sub-contracting arrangements

· support the capacity of the third sector

· set up template/standardised contracts for individual service areas

· reduce administrative burdens 

· set up an Innovation Exchange to connect third sector innovators with those who can support their work

· establish a £30 million Community Assets Fund for community groups to work with Local Authorities to take over management or ownership of local assets
· see the voluntary sector’s role expand in areas such as the Supporting People programme, prison and probation services, personal and community development programmes run by the Learning and Skills Council, parental and family support services, childcare services, community transport etc. 

For more information go to: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/public_service_delivery/
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